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SECTION 907 

FIRE ALARM AND DETECTION SYSTEMS 

PART THREE 

907.2.12 Special Amusement Buildings 

 

907.2.12 Special amusement buildings. An automatic smoke detection system shall be 
provided in special amusement buildings in accordance with Sections 907.2.12.1 
through 907.2.12.3. 
 
907.2.12.1 Alarm. Activation of any single smoke detector, the automatic sprinkler 
system or any other automatic fire detection device shall immediately activate 
an audible and visible alarm at the building at a constantly attended location from 
which emergency action can be initiated, including the capability of manual initiation 
of requirements in Section 907.2.12.2. 
 
907.2.12.2 System response. The activation of two or more smoke detectors, a single 
smoke detector equipped with an alarm verification feature, the automatic sprinkler 
system or other approved fire detection device shall automatically do all of the 
following: 
 
1. Cause illumination of the means of egress with light of not less than 1 foot candle 
(11 lux) at the walking surface level. 
2. Stop any conflicting or confusing sounds and visual distractions. 
3. Activate an approved directional exit marking that will become apparent in an 
emergency. 
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4. Activate a prerecorded message, audible throughout the special amusement 
building, instructing patrons to proceed to the nearest exit. Alarm signals used in 
conjunction with the prerecorded message shall produce a sound that is distinctive 
from other sounds used during normal operation. 
 
907.2.12.3 Emergency voice/alarm communication system. An emergency voice/alarm 
communication system, which is also allowed to serve as a public address system, 
shall be installed in accordance with Section 907.5.2.2 and be audible throughout the 
entire special amusement building. 
 
907.2.13 High-rise buildings. High-rise buildings shall be provided with an automatic 
smoke detection system in accordance with Section 907.2.13.1, a fire department 
communication system in accordance with Section 907.2.13.2 and an emergency 
voice/alarm communication system in accordance with Section 907.5.2.2. 
 
Exceptions: 
 
1. Airport traffic control towers in accordance with Section 907.2.22 of this code and 
Section 412 of the International Building Code. 
 
2. Open parking garages in accordance with Section 406.5 of the International Building 
Code. 
 
3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section 303.1 of the 
International Building Code. 
 
4. Low-hazard special occupancies in accordance with Section 503.1.1 of the 
International Building Code. 
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5. Buildings with an occupancy in Group H-1, H-2 or H-3 in accordance with Section 
415 of the International Building Code. 
 
6. In Group I-1 and I-2 occupancies, the alarm shall sound at a constantly attended 
location and occupant notification shall be broadcast by the emergency 
voice/alarm communication system. 
 
907.2.13.1 Automatic smoke detection. Automatic smoke detection in high-rise 
buildings shall be in accordance with Sections 907.2.13.1.1 and 907.2.12 Special 
amusement buildings. An automatic smoke detection system shall be provided in 
special amusement buildings in accordance with Sections 907.2.12.1 through 
907.2.12.3. 
 
907.2.12.1 Alarm. Activation of any single smoke detector, the automatic sprinkler 
system or any other automatic fire detection device shall immediately activate an 
audible and visible alarm at the building at a constantly attended location from which 
emergency action can be initiated, including the capability of manual initiation of 
requirements in Section 907.2.12.2. 

907.2.12.2 System response. The activation of two or more smoke detectors, a single 
smoke detector equipped with an alarm verification feature, the automatic sprinkler 
system or other approved fire detection device shall automatically do all of the 
following: 

1. Cause illumination of the means of egress with light of not less than 1 foot candle 
(11 lux) at the walking surface level. 

2. Stop any conflicting or confusing sounds and visual distractions. 
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3. Activate an approved directional exit marking that will become apparent in an 
emergency. 

4. Activate a prerecorded message, audible throughout the special amusement 
building, instructing patrons to proceed to the nearest exit. Alarm signals used in 
conjunction with the prerecorded message shall produce a sound that is distinctive 
from other sounds used during normal operation. 

907.2.12.3 Emergency voice/alarm communication system. An emergency voice/alarm 
communication system, which is also allowed to serve as a public address system, 
shall be installed in accordance with Section 907.5.2.2 and be audible throughout the 
entire special amusement building. 

 907.2.13 High-rise buildings. High-rise buildings shall be provided with an automatic 
smoke detection system in accordance with Section 907.2.13.1, a fire department 
communication system in accordance with Section 907.2.13.2 and an emergency 
voice/alarm communication system in accordance with Section 907.5.2.2. 

Exceptions: 

1. Airport traffic control towers in accordance with Section 907.2.22 of this code and 
Section 412 of the International Building Code. 

2. Open parking garages in accordance with Section 406.5 of the International Building 
Code. 

3. Buildings with an occupancy in Group A-5 in accordance with Section 303.1 of the 
International Building Code. 
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4. Low-hazard special occupancies in accordance with Section 503.1.1 of the 
International Building Code. 

5. Buildings with an occupancy in Group H-1, H-2 or H-3 in accordance with Section 
415 of the International Building Code. 

6. In Group I-1 and I-2 occupancies, the alarm shall sound at a constantly attended 
location and occupant notification shall be broadcast by the emergency voice/alarm 
communication system. 

907.2.13.1 Automatic smoke detection. Automatic smoke detection in high-rise 
buildings shall be in accordance with Sections 907.2.13.1.1 and 907.2.13.1.2. 

907.2.13.1.1 Area smoke detection. Area smoke detectors shall be provided in 
accordance with this section. Smoke detectors shall be connected to an automatic 
fire alarm system. The activation of any detector required by this section shall 
activate the emergency voice/alarm communication system in accordance with 
Section 907.5.2.2. In addition to smoke detectors required by Sections 907.2.1 
through 907.2.10, smoke detectors shall be located as follows: 

1. In each mechanical equipment, electrical, transformer, telephone equipment or 
similar room that is not provided with sprinkler protection. 

2. In each elevator machine room, machinery space, control room and control space 
and in elevator lobbies. 

[M] 907.2.13.1.2 Duct smoke detection. Duct smoke detectors complying with Section 
907.3.1 shall be located as follows: 
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1. In the main return air and exhaust air plenum of each air-conditioning system 
having a capacity greater than 2,000 cubic feet per minute (cfm) (0.94 m3/s). Such 
detectors shall be located in a serviceable area downstream of the last duct inlet. 

2. At each connection to a vertical duct or riser serving two or more stories from a 
return air duct or plenum of an air-conditioning system. 

In Group R-1 and R-2 occupancies, a smoke detector is allowed to be used in each 
return air riser carrying not more than 5,000 cfm (2.4 m3/s) and serving not more 
than 10 air-inlet openings. 
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